Characters of Shaw's plays. Shaw's conception of the Devil
we may fancy, traces the further deterioration of Satan since the
time of Milton's Ninth Book of Paradise Lost, As Mendoza,
he is the leader of the brigands. He is tall, and strong and has
a Mephistophelean affectation and swagger. His eyes and mouth
are by no means rascally. He has a ready wit, and a fine voice
and is a persuasive orator. He is so persuasive that he is able
to make the American " Capitalist of the right sort," Malone,
to invest his money in the Highway Robbery Syndicate, without
enquiring into the nature of the business. As a Jew, he is not
a slave to any superstition and is proof against all isms, including
Socialism. But, on Socialist principles, he holds up motor cars
in order to ** secure a more equitable distribution of wealth."
But the strong man, Mendoza, has only the appearance of strength;
at heart he is a sentimentalist who ruins his own career on account
of his infautuation for Lousia. Tanner aptly reminds him to
put the manuscripts of the doggerel he had scribbled on hotel
bills in honour of his lady into the fire; and not to ruin his career
for the sake of a monomania.
In Hell, Lucifer-Mendoza looks older and is prematurely bald.
He is hypersensitive and becomes peevish when his advances arc
not reciprocated. He docs not have powers of hard work or
endurance and is self-indulgent, Though clever and plausible,
he is not vital. The Devil has no will and drifts along the line
of the least resistance. He is a pessimist. He has no hope for
humanity. In fact, Shaw makes the Devil in the image of all
he dislikes. Shaw could not paint even the seducer of mankind
without making his conception of the Devil going counter to
the accepted view of him. So far about the Devil. Now, for
the way of life he advocates in his realm: warmth of heart and
perpetual enjoyment. There is no hope there, and therefore,
no moral responsibility. Says the Statue, " Hell, in short, is a
place where you have nothing to do but amuse yourscllV'( AH
Don Juan points out, Hell is a place of bodiless enjoyment, "a
perpetual romance, a universal melodrama,'1' The Devil is a
parliamentarian since he believes that he cannot be permanently
kept out of office, because the vast majority of mankind are his
votaries.
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